Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 08150 271420Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 MCT-02 
CA-01 OPR-02 HA-05 /086W 

122747 271424Z/53 

R 271231Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 30 
DIA WASHDC 
CIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMBAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 8150 
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TAGS: PINT, IR 

SUBJ: RAMADAN DEEP MOURNING WEEKEND WRAP UP 

SUMMARY: SPORADIC VIOLENCE, PARTICULARLY ARSON, CONTINUED 
THROUGHOUT THREE DAY DEEP MOURNING PERIOD. 

WEEKEND BROUGHT NO MASSIVE RIOTS OR LARGE SCALE ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE, ALTHOUGH EMB HAS UNCOMFIRMED REPORT OF SHOOTOUT 
BETWEEN POLICE AND TERRORISTS. WORST INCIDENT WAS RAMPAGE 
IN ABADAN BY MOB STILL INCENSED OVER THEATER FIRE. OFFICIAL 
INVESTIGATION OF ABADAN FIRE CONCLUDED ARSONISTS USED HIGH 
OCTANE FUEL TO SET FIRE FROM AT LEAST TWO DIFFERENT 
POINTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . RAMAZAN DEEP MOURNING WEEKEND PASSED WITHOUT COLLAPSE 
OF PUBLIC ORDER OR LARGE-SCALE CONFRONTATIONS. TEHRAN 
REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET AUGUST 26. ASSUMED TO BE PEAK DAY 
FOR DEMONSTRATIONS. THERE WAS LIGHT VIOLENCE IN SOUTH 
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TEHRAN; A NUMBER OF DEMONSTRATIONS, INVOLVING SMASHING 
BANK WINDOWS. POLICE USED TEARGAS TO DISPERSE CROWD. 

WORSE OUTBREAK WAS IN ABADAN, AND IT FALLS OUTSIDE PATTERN 
OF ANTIMODERNIST VIOLENCE, BECAUSE MOB WAS PROTESTING 
GOVERNMENT NEGLIGENCE IN PROTECTING REX THEATRE AGAINST 
TERRORISTS. CROWD BECAME UNRULY, REPORTEDLY DESTROYING 
BANKS AND OTHER CITY INSTALLATIONS. DURING THIS DISTURBANCE, 
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A FIRE DESTROYED 200 SHOPS IN ABADAN BAZAAR. 

2. MORE STANDARD BOMBINGS AND BURNINGS CONTINUED THROUGH- 
OUT WEEKEND. FIRE IN TOYOTA PARKING GARAGE IN KHORRAMSHAHR 
KILLED TWO PEOPLE AND INJURED THREE. OTHER FIRES DAMAGED 

A TEHRAN BREWERY, A KHORRAMABAD FIBER PLANT, A PARKING LOT 
IN QOM, A CONSTRUCTION WAREHOUSE IN QOUCHAN, AND A PRIVATE 
CAR IN AHVAZ. A MOSAIC PLANT IN AHVAZ WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE, 
INJRUING FOUR PEOPLE, RIOTERS SMASHED BANK WINDOWS IN RASHT. 
BOMBS EXPLODED IN YAZD'S GOLDEN HEN RESTAURANT AND IN 
DARVISH NIGHT CLUB IN TEHRAN. BOTH PLACES WERE CLOSED 
FOR RAMAZAN. 

3. EMB RECEIVED REPORT THAT SHOOTOUT BETWEEN SECURITY 
FORCES AND TERRORIST GROUP OCCURED AUGUST 24. ACCORDING TO 
REPORT, SEVERAL TERRORISTS WERE KILLED. EMB HAS NO CONFIRMA- 
TION YET FROM SECURITY FORCES. 

4. OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION INTO ABADAN TRAGEDY BROUGHT NO 
DRASTIC NEW INFORMATION. INQUIRY DETERMINED THAT FIRE WAS 
INDEED ARSON, STARTED WITH HIGH OCTANE GASOLINE RATHER 
THAN BOMBS. ARSONISTS REPORTEDLY SPREAD INCENDIARY 
MATERIALS IN WAITING ROOM AND MAIN HALL, IN ADDITION 

TO WAREHOUSE. DEATH TOLL IS BACK TO 377 BASED ON ACTUAL 
BODY COUNT, ALTHOUGH THIS APPARENTLY LEAVES A LOT OF POEPLE 
UNACCOUNTED FOR. INVESTIGATORS CRITICIZED POLICE AND FIRE 
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FIGHTERS FOR NEGLIGENCE BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT RAPID 
SPREAD OF BLAZE PRODUCED NOXIOUS GAS WHICH KILLED VICTIMS 
IN FIRST FEW MINUTES. 

SULLIVAN 
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